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Summary
Fish wealth and trade in Andalusia
During the era of the Emirate and the Umayyad Caliphate
(138422- AH /7561031- AD)

This study examines fishery resources and the fish trade in al-Andalus during
the periods of the Umayyad Emirate and Caliphate (138-422 AH/756-1031
CE), exploring their contributions to economic and commercial activity and their
relationship to the geographical, natural, and maritime developments of the period.
It aims to highlight the influence of al-Andalus’s geographical location, its access
to the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, and its abundant rivers and lakes
on the diversity of fishery resources, their geographical distribution, and patterns
of production and commercial exchange. The study investigates the role of ports,
harbors, and coastal cities in promoting the fish trade, advancing maritime navigation,
developing shipbuilding, and expanding economic connections between al-Andalus,
the Islamic Maghreb, and Mediterranean ports. It also examines fishing techniques,
methods of fish preservation, processing, and transportation, and their contributions
to the distribution of fish products across different markets. Particular attention is
given to the role of Umayyad authorities in supporting maritime and commercial
activities, facilitating economic exchange, and developing infrastructure associated
with navigation and shipbuilding. Methodologically, the study employs the historical
approach to trace the development of fishery resources and trade, the descriptive
approach to examine natural conditions and technical practices, and the analytical
approach to explain the relationships between fish production, commercial activity,
and economic prosperity. The study seeks to establish the significance of fishery
resources within the Andalusian economy, demonstrate their connections with
maritime and urban development, and assess their contribution to market activity
and expanding trade networks. It further highlights the economic importance
of Andalusian expertise in fishing, preservation, and transportation, offering a
comprehensive historical perspective on a significant productive and commercial
sector of the Umayyad economy in al-Andalus.

key words:

Fisheries in Andalusia, fish trade in Andalusia, Andalusian economy, The
Umayyad Emirate in Andalusia The Umayyad Caliphate in Andalusia.
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- Provencal ,Levi, La “Description de I’Espagne” d’Ahmad al-Razi, Consejo
superior de investigaciones cientificas, 1953

- Dozy, Reinhart, Supplément aux dictionnaires arabes, Beyrouth, 1968.
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