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Abstract:

This study examines the history of Sultaniyya, one of the most prominent capitals
of the Ilkhanid state in Iran, during the reigns of Sultan Oljaitii and his son Abu Sa’id
Bahadur Khan (704-736 AH / 1304-1335 CE), focusing on its political, military,
administrative, and cultural significance. It traces the development of earlier Ilkha-
nid capitals and the circumstances surrounding the foundation of Sultaniyya in 704
AH /1304 CE, highlighting its transformation into a major center of government and
urban development. The study explores Oljaitii’s efforts to construct and fortify the
city, establish palaces, mosques, schools, markets, and medical institutions, and at-
tract scholars, craftsmen, and artists. It also examines the administrative structure of
the Ilkhanid state, the roles of rulers, viziers, and provincial governors, and the par-
ticipation of Mongol women in political affairs. Particular attention is given to mili-
tary campaigns launched from Sultaniyya and diplomatic relations with the Mamluk
Sultanate in Egypt and Syria, including the transition toward peaceful relations and
commercial cooperation under Abu Sa’id. Furthermore, the research investigates
the city’s ethnic and religious diversity, social and intellectual life, and distinctive
architectural achievements. Employing a historical-analytical approach, the study
concludes that Sultaniyya represented a major center of Ilkhanid political authority
and cultural prosperity. Its subsequent decline following Abu Sa’id’s death in 736
AH / 1335 CE reflected political instability, the fragmentation of central authority,
and the deterioration of its former urban prominence.

Keywords: Islamic Urban Centers; Ilkhanid State; Abu Sa’id Bahadur Khan;
Mongols; Ilkhanid Architecture; Mamluk-Ilkhanid Relations.
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